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April 30, 1975
For some the date marks the unification of Vietnam. For others it marks the fall
of the city of Saigon and the day hundreds of thousands of people had to flee their
home country.
Some saw the horrors of the war firsthand while others saw classmates march off
and never return. Some had to escape for themselves long after the last American
helicopters had flown off.
The war created a ripple that spans generations, where Northern Vietnamese
youth feel the resentment that carried over from 1975 for the actions of communists
long ago. But despite the conflict people have been able to start anew. Once a foreign land, the U.S. is now home for a large community of Vietnamese immigrants,
many of whom settled right here in San Jose.
These are people united by an event that would divide them and today, 40 years
after the fall of Saigon, the Spartan Daily delves into their shared experience.
SEE NATION ON PAGE 4-5

PICKING UP THE PIECES

HEAD HONCHO

Meet President Amante Club raises funds for Nepal
BY ANASTASIYA R AKOVA
@ssupstace

BY RIGOBERTO GOMES
@AskRigo

On the surface she’s a junior advertising major, a girl with flowing black
hair and a bright smile. On the inside
she’s a strongly motivated woman dedicated to fulfilling a dream for her San
Jose State peers.
Meet Looloo Amante, the new Associated Students president for the 2015-16 school
year—the fifth female to ever be elected to
the position in the 43-year history of the
organization.
Aditya Mairal, former director of intercultural affairs, ran against Amante
for president. He believes she is truly
capable of her new role.
“She has a very strong personality
and will definitely fight for the rights
of underrepresented student groups,”
Mairal said.
Amante began her political journey
this past year while serving on the A.S.
board as director of external affairs.
She believes it has given her the necessary experience to step up and run for
president.

Tremendous destructive forces hit
near the capital of Nepal, Kathmandu, on Saturday when a devastating
7.8-magnitude earthquake left at least
5,000 dead. Now, an on campus club
is doing what it can to raise funds to
support the victims.
The San Jose State University Nepali
Student Organization is working on a
fundraiser to aid those affected by the
tragedy of the surprising earthquake.

Photo courtesy of Makenna Haramia
As new Associated Students president, junior advertising student
Looloo Amante hopes to invoke
more representation for student
minorities.
Being involved in a variety of groups
on campus, including EOP, athletics and
academic and cultural organizations, has
given Amante “a sense of things,” truly
understanding every perspective of a variety of issues concerning students.
Being on the board became her catalyst toward wanting change.

SEE ELECT ON PAGE 2

PLAYING FOR KEEPS

Playoffs are overrated
BY CRISTIAN PONCE
@Heel_Ponce
The regular season of most sports
leagues in the world is a complete joke
when one really thinks about it.
Teams that finish the regular season
the strongest barely get any recognition for
their hard work.
I get why playoffs exist and I am more
than excited when playoffs come around
for baseball, football, soccer and hockey.
But however exciting playoffs may be, I
can’t help but feel that a majority of a sports
season is a complete waste.
Long seasons, in essence, really don’t
deserve to be so long and grueling if the
only time one needs to step up their game

comes much later.
Let’s take baseball, for example.
The Major League Baseball season is
incredibly long.
I don’t see the point of having such a
long season that spans from April to September with multiple games being played
multiple nights a week.
The reason is to make money obviously,
but why have such a long season when the
real tournament comes in October.
In reality, you can have a much shorter
season when the main focus of a season
comes during the playoffs.
I have a strong belief that the most dominant team in the season for whichever

SEE PLAYOFFS ON PAGE 6

The club also wants to raise awareness
and let SJSU students know about Nepal
and the great suffering this South Asian
country is experiencing.
“The primary goal is the financial
support, but we’re accepting anything
we can get in order to send it back
home,” said Subham Thapa, a sophomore computer engineering major.
Many people in Nepal are injured,
starving, have no clean water and are
without shelter.

SEE NEPAL ON PAGE 2

COMPARTIENDO LA CULTURA

Latino fest hits cultural notes
Visit spartandaily.com
for video coverage
BY RIGOBERTO GOMES
@AskRigo
Students gathered around the Tommie
Smith and John Carlos Statue lawn for
the Molcajete Fest that brought bellowing
Mariachi musicians to San Jose State.
SJSU group Gente Unida brought all
the Latino organizations on campus to

display their culture for the third annual
Molcajete Fest.
“We wanted to come together and celebrate our culture and raise awareness of
what Latino culture is about,” said Osiris
Cervantes, a senior liberal studies major.
A wide range of different sororities
and fraternities displayed their Latino
pride by representing their organizations such as Sigma Pi Alpha, Lambda

SEE FIESTA ON PAGE 2

Courtney Kreitner | Spartan Daily
Mariachi Mexicanismo was invited by SJSU group Gente Unida to help
celebrate Latino culture yesterday at the Molcajete Fest.
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Theta Nu and Lambda
Theta Alpha.
“Being from another culture and seeing other cultures have different types
of food, music and celebrating their background
is something good because
the effort of the event
shows they’re passionate,”
said Kimberley Swanson, a
junior child and adolescent
development major.
A popular performance
many students gathered to
watch was Mariachi Mexicanisimo, a group of singers and instrument players.
The musical group sang
a mexican regional genre of
music called Mariachi.
“I really liked the mariachi just because everyone in my family sings and
it’s always been a part of
me since I was little,” said
senior psychology major
Monica Bravo.
The event consisted of
many treats ranging from

ELECT
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“Th is year when I got
involved in A.S. it kind of
closed that scope of my in-

“

ice cream with bananas covered in cocoa, gelatin, chocolate-covered strawberries
and bananas and strawberry
drinks.
“These type of events
are very beneficial because
it gets students involved in
knowing what other organizations are on campus and
what they can get involved
in,” said senior anthropology major Valeria Rodriguez.
A member from the mariachi band was surprised
that SJSU cultivated so many
Latino organizations.
“I noticed there was a lot
of Latino organizations and
I was sort of surprised,” said
Raymundo Coronado, a representative for Mariachi Mexicanisimo. “I was shocked and
it’s impressive that the culture
is growing and there’s not just
one, but many groups.”
The Molcajete Fest concluded with Cervantes
thanking students and community members for attending the event.
Rigoberto Gomes is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.

volvement and now really
being a leader for the students,” Amante said.
Aside from being a part
of organizations, Amante was always observant

”

Courtney Kreitner | Spartan Daily
Jose Ballin, left, and the Mariachi Mexicanisimo group performs in the third annual Molcajete Fest to
celebrate Latino culture in front of the Tommie Smith and John Carlos Statue lawn yesterday.

of her world. Being a minority student, she said
she feels fi rsthand what
it’s like to be underrepresented, whether they’re
fi rst generation college
students, low-income students or other groups.
The catalyst for change
begins here, Amante said,
and her greatest hope is to
be visible to the students
of SJSU.
For Amante, it means
taking an active part in
getting to know organizations and their leaders on
a personal level.

That means having in
depth conversations with
the executives of the university, including President
Mohammed Qayoumi, as
well as with the leaders of
Greek organizations and
religious and special interest groups.
It’s all about discovering what students’ priorities are, how executives are
implementing change for
them and ultimately how
A.S. would represent them.
Amante doesn’t deny it’ll
be a struggle, but a worthwhile one.

She believes being a
positive role model for
30,000-plus students and
a caring mentor who addresses personal concerns
is crucial for unification
of the campus.
Amante said being the
fifth female to be elected
A.S. president will drive
her further to ensure
she’d leave a true legacy,
a legacy for all women on
campus to reach their full
potential.
She hopes to inspire
other women to follow in
her footsteps.

“I would like that
(women) would emerge
in these leadership roles,”
Amante said.
Ultimately,
however,
Amante said she doesn’t
want the legacy to attribute to her alone after she
graduates next Spring.
It’s about the whole A.S.
board.
“My visions are never
going to be my visions,”
Amante said. “They’re always going to be a shared
vision of our board.”
Anastasiya Rakova is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.
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“My dad’s village where he’s from is
completely wiped out and a lot of the
people have moved into tents out in the
fields and streets,” Subham said.
According to Subham, Nepal is suffering from lack of phone and Internet
connection to the outside world and it is
presently difficult to get in contact with
family and friends.
“My immediate family is over here,
but my relatives in Nepal I talk to are
fine,” Subham said. “I haven’t heard back
from my friends and I’m hoping it’s the
bad connection in Nepal right now.”
A student had a close encounter with
the catastrophic earthquake and it hit
him close to home.
“My mom was talking to my nephew
on the phone when the 7.8 earthquake
came and it was around 12 a.m. over
here and it was around 1 p.m. in Nepal
and all of a sudden we hear screaming,
running and loud noises over the phone
and my mom started crying and became
nervous,” said Anjan Bhattarai, a sophomore business administration major.
The cataclysm in Nepal is significantly personal for him.
“I’m holding on, and it sucks to see your

They’ve raised about $2,500-$3,000 in
two days of their goal of $10,000.
Dhital is hoping to join and collaborate with the Nepali Student Organization to lend a hand and make this process a little bit easier.
According to Thapa, President Mohammad Qayoumi stopped by the Nepali Student Organization booth and
offered his condolences.
Thapa said having Qayoumi visit
their fundraiser booth made them realize their message of spreading awareness
is spreading across campus.
“It feels like our goal is being reached
out from different people,” Thapa said.
“It feels like we’re being seen as someone
who’s doing good and the bigger this is,
the better it is.”
The student-driven Nepali organization has a goal to raise $5,000 for the
victims in Nepal.
The fundraising campaign will be
running for the next 60 days and students as well as community members can donate online at tinyurl.com/
HelpNepal1 or at the booth located by
the Student Union from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday.
Rigoberto Gomes is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.
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countrymen and your
Rigoberto Gomes
country fall down within a snap and you’re here
and you can’t do anyMy dad’s village
thing about it,” BhattaDonate for Nepal
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Earthquake Relief
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using
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Dhital is part of an off-campus orgaThe Nepal earthquake had social me- nization named Bindas Toli that is also
dia exploding, with many Nepal images, raising funds for the victims of Nepal.
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Cham stands out with Jamaican jams

Thursday, April 30, 2015

BY R AIN STITES
@writeas_rain
A sparse audience
twirled about the hazy
room vibing to Jamaican
melodies. I tried to take
notes but my fluid writing
was reduced to a scribble
as my chameleon pen
bounced to the bass.
Attendee
Danielle
Cavin wore a ruby-red
dress that curtained from
her waist, wisping across
her toes.
Cavin said she was
there for the whole lineup.
Christopher “Black Am
I” Ellis, Jo Mersa Marley
(Bob Marley’s grandson),
Wayne Marshall and
Cham brought Jamaican
jams to The Catalyst
Monday night.
The Marley’s family
label
Ghetto
Youth
International presented
the “Set-Up Shop Vol.
2” tour, named after the
label’s compilation album.
The show recreated a
massive collaboration of
reggae’s preeminent artists.
Fans got to experience
most of the featured artists

Arno Bryant | Spartan Daily
Jo Mersa, grandson of Bob Marley, performs his
brand of dancehall-infused reggae on Monday night.
on the album.
I decided to listen to
the headliner, Cham, prior
to the show. I had never
heard his music before.
A music video of a
man on a couch singing
as a nearly-naked woman
crawled all over him led
me to think this would be
a night fi lled with dirty
lyrics and scantily clad
dancers.
I thought I would be
attending a reggae show,
but after watching the
video I wasn’t sure if it was
reggae or rap show.
The show was neither. It
exceeded my expectations

of the raunchy music
video I had seen; I was
witnessing reggae on
steroids and I loved it.
“Can I sing some songs
for you, Santa Cruz?” Ellis
asked the crowd.
As each of the artists
originated from Jamaica,
they belted out tunes from
their homeland.
In between verses Ellis
said, “Come on all, gather
‘round,” as he motioned
his hand toward the
intimate crowd.
Women neared the
low-set stage waving their
hands and swaying their
hips. They embraced both

Arno Bryant | Spartan Daily
Reggae rapper Cham seduces a mostly female audience at The Catalyst in Santa
Cruz. His performance drew comparisons to Sean Paul.
the performers and each
other, hugging, dancing
and singing.
Marshall’s cover of
“Hotel California” with a
4/20 twist was a highlight.
“The best weed, it come
from California,” he sang
to the cheering audience
in tune to the Eagles song.
The good vibes were
heavy and it had me
smiling. The performers
deflated any air of
superiority, playing as
equals to the audience.
While I enjoyed the
initial wave of smooth
reggae as it washed over
me, I struggled to stay
awake after nearly three
hours of listening to

literally the same backing
band with a different
singer.
Though I was ready to
go home I was impressed
by the backing musicians’
endurance. They played
from about 9:30 p.m. to
well-past midnight.
Suddenly, the mood
changed as a sound that
I would describe as a
spaceship
whooshing
through the universe
aired over the speakers.
The beat to “This is Why
I’m Hot” dropped while
the
only
performer
without dreadlocks burst
onto the stage dressed in
a snap back hat and redwhite Jordans.

The energy rekindled.
Women flocked to
the front of the stage,
one woman bowing to
his presence. Th is was
obviously the performer
people came to see.
When Cham hit the
stage he grabbed authority
over the audience, pulling
them into his palm,
flipping the show’s earlier
vibe on its head.
The show ended at 1
a.m., leaving the crowd
begging for more. Now if
you’ll excuse me, I have
to put on my headphones
and listen to more Cham.
I haven’t had enough.
Rain Stites is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.

‘Zoot Suit’ saunters into San Jose State
BY MARISSA TRIGOS
@MarissaTrigos
University Theatre pays tribute to San
Jose State alumnus and playwright director Luis Valdez with it’s rendition of his
famous play, “Zoot Suit.”
With Valdez’s son Kinan Valdez as
director, the cast convincingly portrays
real-life pachucos, chicanos and chica-

Rosa Jasso | Spartan Daily
(Left to right) Brian Misenhimer, Allyson Banales and David Forster gather
for an interview to talk about PinUp Productions, the company they all work
for, at Rockbar Theater in San Jose.

PinUp Productions keeps art
alive in South Bay

Visit spartandaily.com
for video coverage

BY CRISTIAN PONCE
@Heel_Ponce
The South Bay music
scene has remained consistently active with the help
of one company.
PinUp Productions, a
production company that
brings live events and other services to the South
Bay, has been booking live
bands for years in San Jose,
Santa Cruz, Salinas and
other nearby areas.
“We’re mostly known
for doing metal, hardcore,
metalcore and stuff like
that,” said Joel Haston,
head of PinUp. “But we also
do indie, pop-punk, pretty
much everything that’s not
rap.”
Bayside, Pierce the Veil,
Memphis May Fire, August
Burns Red, The Ghost Inside, Suicide Silence and
Asking Alexandria are
among the bands PinUp
has booked.
The production company books shows throughout the area, venues such
as The Catalyst in Santa
Cruz, the Oakland Metro
and Red House in Walnut
Creek.
One of the newest local
venues is the RockBar Theater in San Jose on Saratoga
Avenue, which has become
PinUp’s favorite location.
“It’s San Jose’s answer
to a legit venue finally,”
said Brian Misenhimer,
co-owner of PinUp Productions. “It’s the way we
can bring the scene to the

next level. It’s not a warehouse, it’s not a little small
venue. Definitely San Jose’s
time to shine with music
for sure.”
The company began a
decade ago and was taken
over by Haston and Misenhimer after the previous
owner lost the passion for
the business.
Haston and Misenhimer now run the company
along with of David Forster
and Allyson Banales.
Besides concerts, PinUp
has done other events as
well such as hosting for legendary professional wrestling commentator Jim
Ross over Wrestlemania
weekend in late March.
“Everyone at PinUp
loves wrestling,” Haston
said. “It just kinda ended
up falling to our laps.”
This summer, PinUp will have a tent at the
Mountain View Vans
Warped Tour to hand out
compilation CDs of local
unsigned bands.
“You see all the people
that you normally see at the
local level shows but then
you see obviously hundreds
more people that you’ve
never seen at the normal
shows,” Forster said. “How
do you get those people’s
attention about what’s going on in their local scene,
about all the bands that
they’re missing out on? I
think Warped Tour is going to be the perfect outlet
for that.”
Growing up in the mu-

sic scene and being able to
help the newer generation
is what Haston loves about
running PinUp.
“It’s cool that I’m able
to give back,” Haston said.
“It was probably about four
years after I started doing shows, I had some kid
come up to me and was
like ‘You know I when I
was in high school I didn’t
do drugs and I didn’t join
a gang because I had your
shows to go to.’ And we still
hear things like that.”
PinUp considers themselves a family for both the
artists and the community,
according to Haston.
“I have always had very
bad anxiety talking to people and being in the box
office at shows really broke
me out of my shell,” Banales said. “I am a lot more
confident in who I am and
I can say that’s really attributed to the work I’ve
done with this company.”
For PinUp, it is crucial
to keep the arts alive in the
South Bay, according to
Misenhimer.
“It’s not just the music,
it’s the arts too,” Misenhimer said. “Kids need
something to fall on and
seems in this area where
it’s really busy, the arts get
forgotten about. If that’s
just music or art in general,
we hope that we’re helping
the kids with that.”
Cristian Ponce is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.

nas, successfully transporting you back
to the 1940s. The critically-acclaimed
play demonstrates the social injustices
against chicanos at this time, portraying
the events from the Sleepy Lagoon trial.
The play will run at the University
Theatre until May 2. Find the play review
in next week’s Spartan Daily.
Marissa Trigos is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.
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War, Nguyen was 18 and a first-year college student at the school of
journalism in Saigon.
More of his friends were being sent to war at that time, and more of
them died.
Nguyen anticipated the end of the war and he said those days were
very suspenseful.
“You don’t have any sense of hope,” Nguyen said. “You don’t know
which direction to go … It was very stuffy in my chest with not knowing
what to do.”
He had no connection with what was going on in the war and didn’t
know who or what to ask. People were planning to escape their home.

“ ”

That day of April 30, 1975, it’s
ingrained in my mind and my heart
because that day I left my country
Tam Nguyen
San Jose City Councilmember

Randy Vazquez | Spartan Daily

Councilmember Tam Nguyen
The city was in chaos. The whole nation was at war. Imagine being a
16 year old and stuck in the middle of all the turmoil.
It is 1972. Tam Nguyen was one of the luckiest 16 year olds in
Vietnam. At that age he was in high school and his friends were being
drafted to the war but he was too young.
Half of his class was male and over the age of 17. A few months later
he said half of those friends were dead.
“We had a very hurtful goodbye to them but nobody thought of death
before,” Nguyen said.
The government had lowered the draft age from 18 to 17 because of
the large amount of soldiers dying in the war.
It is now 1975. A couple weeks before the end of the Vietnam

Nguyen and his family were offered an escape from a man in the
Korean Embassy. They rode on a bus to a boat waiting at sea. That boat
was headed toward freedom in Korea.
It is now April 30, 1975. Saigon fell, the boat departed and Nguyen
left the place he’d called home for 18 years.
“That day of April 30, 1975, it’s ingrained in my mind and my heart
because that day I left my country,” Nguyen said.
He stayed in a refugee camp before departing to America.
The first year of being in America was not easy. Even though Nguyen
had escaped the war, the pain of the war was still trapped inside him.
He came with no money in his pocket and was still in shock because
of the feeling of loss.
Nguyen landed in Los Angeles but moved to Missouri to finish his
music degree in 1980. He returned to Los Angeles but couldn’t find a
job as a musician.
He found his first job washing dishes for a hospital.
“Just the day before you were a hopeful, young, energetic college
student,” Nguyen said. “The next day you’re just alone at the work.”

Tung Tran

Tung “TK” Tran was 18 years old when he walked into a barbershop
in Little Saigon, San Jose, and was met with antiquated stereotypes in
hushed tones just four months after immigrating from Hanoi, Vietnam.
Now 21, the Northern Vietnamese native said it was his introduction
to the skewed, negative perception of Northern Vietnamese people in
the United States.
Tran and a female barber discussed a prospective hairstyle in
Vietnamese.
Upon hearing Tran’s Northern dialect, which he said markedly
contrasts with the Southern accent that is more similar to Chinese, the
barber launched into an interrogation-like form of questioning as he sat
in the barber chair.
“So are you from the North?” she asked Tran.
Tran explained he was an international college student to “chit-chat”
with the barber. She then asked what his parents do for work in Vietnam
and if they were communists.
Tran’s mother and father, professors in literature and philosophy
respectively, have worked as teachers his entire life.
“I sensed hatred,” Tran said. “For a brief moment, I asked myself,
‘Why does she have that tone?’ After all, we’re all Vietnamese, right?”
Tran retorted that his parents are good people. His response was met
with silence in the barbershop initially filled with incessant chatter
among other Vietnamese patrons.
He left and never returned to the barbershop.
Tran said his experiences with stereotypes occur all too often with
Northern Vietnamese natives in the U.S. and credits this perception
with equating the new generation with the Vietnam War-era generation.
Tran said the association between Northern Vietnamese people
and communism is a stereotype caused by lingering generalizations of
North Vietnam spread during the war.
“It’s a wrong perception of people from the North,” Tran said. “I
think that’s very unfair to people because, say young people like me, we
have nothing to do with that—it’s kind of hurtful.”
Tran said the younger Vietnamese generation is evolving in the
way they perceive the war because they didn’t experience the effects
firsthand but instead through storytelling.
In grade school, Tran was only taught the Northern victories and
how it pushed American and Southern Vietnamese forces back. His
classes never delved into the other side of history.
It wasn’t until last week that Tran saw footage of the day Saigon fell
on social media networks as part of the commemoration of the 40th
anniversary.
“It shows another side of the story I have not seen before—people
running for their lives, many of them are just civilians and they were
afraid of the Northern force, so they’re just running for their lives,”
Tran said. “I felt something different.”
Tran views April 30 as the day Northern and Southern Vietnam
unified, as opposed to being the fall of Saigon as it is remembered in the
West, and was shocked to see images that contrasted with his education.
Story by Spartan Daily executive producer Lauren Hernandez.

Randy Vazquez | Spartan Daily

Pastor Tim Tran
After the fall of Saigon in 1975 the country was in a state of constant
unrest.
Pastor Tim Tran has vivid memories of the struggles at the time—
the unstable economy, the poverty and the government’s attempts for
control.
As the state of Vietnam grew worse other students in Tran’s class
began to disappear.
Early one morning in 1980 Tran’s brother entered his room and told
him it was time for them to leave.
Tran and 12 family members escaped Vietnam on a small boat with
25 other refugees.
They initially hoped to reach Thailand but faced great obstacles
along the way including engine failure and his sister giving birth on
board.
They eventually landed in the Philippines and stayed there briefly
before going to the United States.
Despite struggling at first to learn English as he went through school
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View the full documentary online at
spartandaily.com
Download the interactive version online at the
Apple Store

Timeline of Events
1956

Boots on the ground
First American
casualties in
the Vietnam War

1969 President Nixon begins
Vietnamization policy
1963

1954 French forces pull out
of Vietnam

1951

Ho Chi Minh becomes
chairman of
the Vietnamese
Communist Party

1960 National Liberation
Front and Viet Cong form

Buddhist monks
in Vietnam
Protest Diem
Gov't through
self-immolation

1968 Vietnamese forces
succeed in
Tet Offensive.
Turning point
for U.S. troops
1962 U.S. begins use of Agent
Orange herbicide in Vietnam

1975 Exodus of refugees
from Vietnam
by boat begins

1975 President Ford declares
Vietnam War officially over
1975 Last American troops
evacuate from
embassy as
Saigon Falls

• INFOGRAPHIC • JEREMY CUMMINGS •

Brandon Chew | Spartan Daily

Chinh Nguyen

He sits in his high red chair with his awkward smile, peering from
behind large circular glasses. His robust pose tells only a fraction of his
story.

“What do you think about the 30th of April?” asks the interviewer.
Words were muttered but not recognized as English.
Chinese? Korean? Vietnamese?
Chinh Nguyen, 72, is Vietnamese. He grew up in South Vietnam and
is an active poet and writer.
When Nguyen was almost 18 years old he wanted to volunteer at Thu
Duc Base. A sergeant at the time told him and a bus of volunteers they
were as good as dead if they were stationed at that base.
Nguyen got upset with the sergeant and told the bus driver to stop.
He walked off the bus and back home.
Once home, he altered his birth date on his birth certificate making
him two years younger than his current age. He did this to make sure
he would not be enlisted for another two years.
At that time, attending a seminary restricted a person from being
enlisted in the army. Nguyen decided to attend one because of this
reason but was put in a dilemma.
Because seminaries did not allow students to write, Nguyen had to
choose between his passion and staying out of the war.
He decided to pursue journalism and was a journalist until 1965.
When Nguyen was enlisted in 1965 in the South Vietnamese Army
he was sent to America for education.
He returned to Vietnam in 1968.
“The image that I remember the worst is when a group of soldiers
were embracing each other and one of them let off a grenade,” Nguyen
said. “After a boom, those soldiers exploded into pieces and what I saw
was not human bodies anymore, just arms, legs and heads.”
The struggle to keep a sane mind was difficult and to Nguyen it was
more than just the gruesome outcomes.
“We are all the same race, yellow-skinned people, have the same
language, same history.” Nguyen said. “Fighting against someone who
speaks the same language as you do, it was difficult.”
After the fall of Saigon in 1975, Nguyen was lucky enough to board a
ship that got him to Hong Kong.
Once there he traveled to the U.S. Embassy and was able to obtain a
visa. Nguyen said he was able to receive one due to his previous trip to
the U.S.
Since his arrival, Nguyen has continued to pursue his love for
writing. He currently is the president of his poetry club in San Jose and
has published multiple books.
Story by Spartan Daily copy editor Brandon Chew.

Tran finished high school and went on to graduate the University of
the Pacific with an engineering degree in 1988. He worked as an engineer
until he founded a church with his brother in San Jose.
Tran’s introduction to Christianity came when he was in the refugee
camp following his family’s escape from Vietnam. He was baptized in the
refugee camp when his sister took him to a chapel.
After coming to the United States, Tran continued to pursue his faith.
Tran has been involved with the church since he first came to the U.S. He
met his wife through the church in 1989.
One summer in Tran’s senior year he was going door to door with his
pastor, and they met a devout Buddhist. Tran listened as a debate between
the Buddhist and his pastor grew more and more heated until the pastor
eventually cut it off.
Hearing that debate effected Tran deeply. That night after crying
himself to sleep Tran had visions of his time on the boat, in the refugee
camp and in the church played out for him like a movie.
It was after that, Tran said, that he truly became a Christian.
In 2004, Tran and his brother founded their church, Seven Trees
Baptist Church, to serve San Jose’s large Vietnamese population.
He still serves as the senior pastor today.
Story by Spartan Daily staff writer Jeremy Cummings.
Brandon Chew | Spartan Daily
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Celebrity news is News outlets need to get
their priorities straight
a necessary evil
Stories like Bruce Jenner’s
have news owners frothing at
the bit.
The journalistic endeavor
extends to watching, then
sensationalizing a television
interview.
Then you know some
bigoted celebrity will tweet
something obnoxious triggering more news coverage.
Next comes the smug pseudo-intellectual opinion writers
(that’s me!) using the story as a
poncy metaphorical yardstick
for measuring society’s ails.
Then the follow-up interviews, the hustled family
members, the ex-lovers, former athletics—it goes on.
It is however, important to
remember that this incessant
coverage is born of public
interest.
News, like any business, is
supply and demand. Clickbased funding of online news
now allows media organizations to sculpture coverage to
people’s demands.
However, people often
blame news organizations to
pandering to their consumers
in a way no other business is
scrutinized.
No one accuses Amazon of
not playing its role in society
for not selling enough of the
work of Rene Descartes.
This was exemplified by the
coverage of Jenner’s interview
and the tragic earthquake in
Nepal.
Because gawking at the
bodies of the victims of
natural disasters is universally
considered as intellectually
superior to human interest
stories, many attacked news
organizations for allowing
Jenner’s interview a small
share of the news space.
Not that I mean to belittle
the importance of global news.
It’s crucial for people to see
humanity as collective and
strong news coverage which
engages the type of empathy
that charity work thrives on.
But we live in a celebrity-dominated, hypercapitalist
society and news is a dying
commodity.
In this climate we should
be content such catastrophic events receive the strong
coverage they deserve. What
we must also accept is much
of what’s defined as “proper”
journalism gets funded by

Arno Bryant

Follow Arno
on Twitter
@MrArnoBryant
softer and easier to report
celebrity stories.
Without stories about the
antics of Kim Kardashian’s
rear papers, we wouldn’t
be able to send reporters to
Nepal.
I think people’s real issues
come from the repressed
knowledge that the news
agenda acts like a dark looking
glass into the interests of the
average American.
The actions of prancing celebrities now holds a
depressingly large role in a lot
of people’s lives, but we can’t
blame the media for feeding
on this.
If the mainstream press
didn’t cover celebrity stories,
people would still get their
fill of Dennis Rodman’s latest
bill-paying bout of crazy, but
through gross sites like TMZ
who do not even approach
“real journalism.”
Celebrity news also has
the potential to draw readers
to other more weighty issues.
For every 100 people who click
on USA Today’s “Restaurant
sorry about Bruce Jenner ‘hotdog of the day’” headline, a
few may find themselves loose
on an article about the social
ecological influences behind
the Baltimore riots.
Without keeping up with
current trends, old media risks
completely marginalizing
itself.
In a perfect society people
would ignore, the frivolity of
celebrity meltdowns stripping
them of their newsworthiness.
But while the interest is there,
newspapers have an economic
imperative to write for the
audience they have … not the
audience they wish they had.
Arno Bryant is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.

Henry Navarro

Follow Henry
on Twitter
@manof2morro
Entertainment values in
news stories are deciding
what gets more coverage and
that’s a shame.
On Friday, ABC aired
Diane Sawyer’s interview
with Bruce Jenner where he
officially announced he was
transitioning into becoming
a woman. Over the weekend a massive earthquake
struck near Nepal’s capital of
Kathmandu killing more than
5,000 people, according to
National Emergency Operation Center.
Which one do you think
received more coverage?
“20/20: Bruce Jenner The Interview” scored its
biggest audience in 15 years
according to the Nielsen
rating system.
The special topped Nielsen’s Twitter ratings by being
the top worldwide trend
Friday making it “the most
social Friday telecast of all
time,” as reported by TV by
the Numbers.
Both are big stories in
their own right but the
Jenner revelation seemed
to have more coverage and
analysis than the earthquake
in Nepal because of their
priorities, right?
Sure both stories will get
touched upon on CNN, USA
Today and everything in between, but there is defi nitely
a disparity in their coverage,
or lack thereof.
Anytime death is involved it’s a news story but
this was a natural disaster
that not only killed many
but caused damage to housing structures and buildings
as well as avalanches from
Mount Everest.
According to CNN, the
earthquake was the strongest in the region in more

than 80 years.
I’ll agree that Jenner’s
story is captivating and sentimental. My mom watched
the interview and cried
throughout it.
But why were news outlets bending over backwards
to cover it as much as they
did?
To me, the main reason
is his attachment to the Kardashian family.
The world has been
fi xated on the clan since
“Keeping Up with the
Kardashians” began its fi rst
season in 2007. If it weren’t
for that show, millennials
most likely would’ve never
heard of him.
I first heard of him from
my uncle who trained with
Jenner during their college
years. He told me stories of his
personality and where they
liked to go eat after a workout
but there was no scandalism
or gossip involved.
Other than that, I know
about him through commercials of the seemingly neverending Kardashian shows.
News channels and websites not only want to report
the news but they want
what they report to be more
entertaining and brief than
ever before with viewers’
attention spans dwindling
in the 21st century due to
the likes of social media sites
and smartphones.
But where do you draw
the line when it comes to
deciding how much coverage
to give a news story?
There is no true answer
and it’s up to each news
outlet to decide what gets
coverage and for how long.
To me it’s a no-brainer.
The Nepal earthquake
has had a looming impact
in many peoples’ lives while
Jenner’s story will still be
talked about in tabloids for
months, if not years to come.
Why is what color a dress
is or an ex-Olympian transitioning into a woman as
newsworthy as an innocent
teenager being unrightfully
murdered or thousands dying due to a natural disaster?
It pains me to ask this
question in 2015 but here we
are nonetheless.
Henry Navarro is a Spartan Daily staff writer.

Comedians need to take it down a notch
Raven Swayne

Letters to
the Editor
Letters to the Editor may be placed
in the letters to the editor box in the
Spartan Daily office in Dwight Bentel Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to
(408) 924- 3282, emailed to
spartandaily@gmail.com or written
to the Spartan Daily Opinion
Editor, 1 Washington Square, San
Jose, CA 95192-0149. Letters to the
Editor must contain the author’s
name, address, phone number, signature and major. Letters become
property of the Spartan Daily and
may be edited for clarity, grammar,
libel and length. Only letters of 300
words or less will be considered for
publication. Published opinions and
advertisements do not necessarily
reflect the views of the Spartan
Daily, the School of Journalism and
Mass Communication or SJSU. The
Spartan Daily is a public forum.
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Follow Raven
on Twitter
@itsRavenDawn
Editor’s note: The following
opinion piece contains unedited
profanity. An edited version of
the story is available online at
spartandaily.com.
Comedians have always been
notorious for crossing that invisible line when it comes to poking
fun at others, but Jamie Foxx may
have left that the line far behind
last month at the iHeartRadio
Music Awards.
Foxx was the host for the
music award show, which seemed
like a good idea because he is

known as that funny guy who can
keep a crowd entertained.
In the opening for the show
Foxx went straight to it saying
that “Bruce Jenner will be here
doing some musical performances. He’s doing a his and her duet
all by himself.” Then continued to
say, “Look, I’m just busting your
balls while I still can.”
Foxx received a lot of criticism
following the comments, which
seems strange because when
he made the jokes the audience
laughed and the camera showed
people laughing. No one booed
or heckled the comedian while he
was onstage.
Comedians have been going
overboard with jokes since the
beginning of the profession.
I get that it’s important to
make light of things with comedy
so it’s not always taken so seriously but to joke about someone who
is supposed to be going through a
major life change seems inappropriate.
In 2006 Michael Richards,
Kramer from “Seinfeld,” went
viral after he was videotaped at
a stand-up comedy show where
he called a black man in the au-

dience a “nigger” multiple times
after he was interrupted during
his show.
Then went on to say, “50-years
ago we’d have you upside down
with a fucking fork up you’re ass.”
He received a lot of backlash
for that incident and he also
issued a public apology but the
full video on TMZ also showed
audience members laughing at
Richard’s compulsive, disrespectful remarks.
The issue seems to be that
comedians keep crossing the line
because people continue to laugh.
Making them think it’s all in
good fun. Well, it isn’t.
I am definitely guilty of
laughing at inappropriate
comedic jokes about black
people, Asian people and gay
people, as a few examples.
But it’s only funny to a small
extent. Comedians can only
say so much about one group
of people before it becomes
unacceptable.
Other comedians like Dave
Chappelle, Dane Cook and
Kevin Hart are also known for
going too far when it comes to
making fun of others.

Would comedy be a profession if race and sexuality were
off the table?
This also wasn’t the first
time that a comedian made
fun of Jenner and his transition to become a woman.
At the Justin Bieber’s Comedy Central roast comedian
Chris D’Elia said, “You’re such
a bitch, you have a bigger cunt
than the one Bruce Jenner
wants.”
I can’t imagine how hard it is
for comedians to come up with
hour-long routines with material that will keep the audience
laughing but it doesn’t constantly have to be at the expense of
other people’s lives.
The shots taken at Jenner are
just one small part of it.
Comedians need to think
about what it would be like to
have the roles switched.
I’m sure Bill Cosby understands now that he’s at the butt
of everyone’s sexual assault
jokes. If that’s even funny.
Raven Swayne is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.
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Cristian
Ponce

Follow Cristian on Twitter
@Heel_Ponce
been protected sport should be
crowned champion of the regular
season with playoffs as a completely
different entity altogether.
The Barclays Premier League,
for example, crowns the team with
the most points at the end of their
season as champion.
The end of the season race to the
top for the most points is just as

PHENOMENALLY

FEMINIST
Jerica
Lowman

Follow Jerica on Twitter
@thehellajerica
Rainbow-colored flags waved next to
anti-gay signs as a divided U.S. Supreme
Court deliberated on same-sex marriage.
There were four merged cases,
known collectively as Obergefell v.
Hodges.
The issue at hand when it comes to
marriage equality is whether the 14th
Amendment should require a state to
license a marriage between two people
of the same sex.
In addition to stating that former
slaves were human beings, the 14th
Amendment also forbids states from

exciting as the playoffs in any other
sport.
A team that barely scrapes by and
sneaks into the playoffs to win the
whole tournament is exciting but in
a lot of ways it renders a lot of the
hard work by more productive teams
completely useless.
While my opinion on the matter
won’t change anything, I feel like
the least sports leagues could do is
emphasize the top team at the end of
a season more than they already do.
Sports leagues should treat both
the regular season and the playoffs
as a completely different tournament
than they already do.
Major League Soccer has done a
great job of emphasizing the regular
season winner with the Supporters’
Shield that is given to the team with
the most points at the end of the
regular season.
The league still has playoffs

but in recent years the Supporters’
Shield has felt like a big deal as well
with the race for the most points
being just as exciting as the playoffs
toward MLS Cup.
The NFL season isn’t very long
and teams play once a week for only
five months.
This format works better in my
opinion, especially if leagues feel
that playoffs are a must.
There is also little room for error
for teams in the NFL because of
their short season, with one game
possibly jeopardizing their entire
year.
It is hard to keep up with certain
sports because their seasons are so
painstakingly long, accompanied by
the feeling that what I’m watching in
April won’t matter in September.
Cristian Ponce is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.
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Legalizing same-sex marriage is progressive
denying any person “life, liberty or
property, without due process of law.”
Obergefell v. Hodges is about whether states violate the “equal protection
clause” or the “due process clause”
when same-sex marriage is illegal and
they refuse to recognize valid gay marriages performed out of state.
Everyone is supposed to have an
equal opportunity for happiness and
the fact that this conversation about
marriage equality is still happening is a
problem.
The question we as a society need to
ask ourselves is how we define “marriage.”
Even the Merriam-Webster Dictionary includes same-sex couples under
its definition.
Justice Anthony Kennedy pressed
Mary Bonauto, the lawyer for the gay
and lesbian couples in Ohio, Kentucky,
Tennessee and Michigan, on whether
states should be required to change
their traditional definition of marriage.
“This definition has been with us for
millennia,” he said.

“

The question we as
a society need to ask
ourselves is how we
define “marriage.” Even
the Merriam-Webster
Dictionary includes
same-sex couples under
its definition
ition

”

A millennia is 1000 years.
If not for advancing and changing as
a species and society, we would not be
where we are today.
Black people would still be in chains,
women would continue being oppressed
and everyone would still believe Earth
was flat.

Conservatives and the super religious
are stuck in the old way of living.
They are convinced that remaining
the same as a society is the best.
I refuse to let a bunch of ass-backward people dictate what I can and
cannot do with my life.
Those of us who are progressive will
grow and embrace the difference of
people.
Same-sex marriage is now legal
in over 35 states, and the District of
Columbia, which is the majority of the
United States.
The Supreme Court is expected to
make a decision in late June.
American citizens need to continue to voice their support of same-sex
marriage.
The court needs to be convinced that
marriage should be a constitutional
right, not a privilege for straight people.
Jerica Lowman is the Spartan Daily
online editor. Phenomenally Feminist
runs every Thursday.
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World Series hopes alive after loss
BY ADRIAN MONROY &
SAMUEL BRANNAN
@iammanr0y,
@SamBrannan

Arno Bryant | Spartan Daily
Sharon-Renae Estrada connects with a pitch in San Jose State’s
Tuesday 7–6 defeat to Santa Clara at the SJSU Softball Field.

Fight
of the
decade
finally
here
BY DAVID BERMUDEZ
@Bermudez_Dave
The five-year wait to see
the No. 1 and No. 2 boxer
in the world will take place
on Saturday night in Las

Vegas at the MGM Grand
Garden Arena.
Undefeated boxer Floyd
Mayweather (47–0, 26 KO)
will put up his championship belt against Manny
Pacquiao (57–5–2, 38 KO)
in what is to be one of the
biggest and richest fight in
boxing history.
Tickets for the fight were
sold out within minutes of
going on sale and according to Stubhub.com, they
are selling as low as $3,300
to as high as $351,000. Even
$10 tickets for the weigh-in
on Friday are being sold for
$100.
Both fighters will also
be making a big chunk of
coin as Pacquiao is slated
to make more than $100
million and Mayweather

The San Jose State Softball team fell short of coming
back from a seven-run deficit
against the Santa Clara University Rams on Tuesday.
With a 33–17 season record, the Spartans are in
second place in the Mountain West Conference behind
Fresno State.
To automatically qualify for
the NCAA College World Series, the Spartans would have to
finish in first place in the conference.
There are six games remaining in the season for the Spartans and the first-place Bulldogs currently hold a record of
36–15.
The Spartans own the tiebreaker against Fresno State
if they fi nished the season

around $180 million.
Anyone who is going to
order the fight on pay-perview will also have to dish
out some cash as the fight
will cost $100 to watch
in high-definition, which
would be the highest ever
charged to watch a single
fight.
Aside from the money,
it is the fight that has everyone talking and excited to
finally watch the two best
boxers in the world face
each other.
Sophomore
industrial design major Ariya
Toroghi, a member of the
San Jose State boxing team,
said it’s the fight everyone
has been waiting for.
“I think Pacquiao is
going to have to do some-

with even records.
After allowing seven runs
on Tuesday, the Spartans’ offense woke up and scored six
unanswered runs, but it wasn’t
enough.
“We always have a comeback in us. We were on a roll,”
said senior outfielder Michelle
Cox. “We just kind of ran out
of time. We didn’t start early
enough today.”
The Spartans allowed three
runs in the fi rst inning.
The Spartans recorded two
errors in the game. The Broncos scored in the innings the
errors occurred.
Head Coach Peter Turner, who holds an SJSU record
254-win career with the Spartans, said his team should
have made some plays but
when you leave it up to your
infielders sometimes errors
will occur.
SJSU senior starting pitcher pitcher Allison Lang lasted

thing big in the first four to
five rounds and hurt Mayweather otherwise Mayweather is going to adjust
and it will be his night,”
Toroghi said.
Toroghi also said the
key for a Pacquiao victory
will be how aggressive he
is and how he makes Mayweather react.
“For Mayweather to
win, he just needs to keep
doing what he is doing,”
Toroghi said. “His style is
perfect because his timing
is just great.”
Longtime boxing coach
Phil Mondello, a trainer
and coach of the sport for
over 35 years, thinks the
referee will also play an
important role in the fight.
“Pacquiao has the style

three and a third innings before being relieved by sophomore pitcher Katelyn Linford.
Lang recorded her ninth
loss of the season and holds a
record of 13–9.
Junior infielder Erin Rodriguez knocked in two runs
with a double to make the
score 7–4 in the bottom of the
fi ft h.
In the sixth inning, the
Spartans got closer as they
scored two runs.
Junior infielder Jessie Hufstetler batted a single and the
runner on third scored which
put the score 7–6 in favor of the
Broncos after six innings.
The closer for the Broncos
retired all three batters, which
ended the seventh inning and
the game.
Adrian Monroy is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.
Samuel Brannan is the
Spartan Daily sports editor.

to beat Mayweather,” Mondello said. “But the ref can’t
let Mayweather run and
hug Pacquiao over and over
again and make the fight
boring. If the ref allows
Mayweather do what he
usually does, Mayweather will win easy and you’ll
have fans really upset.”
Mondello also believes
Pacquiao has the better
trainer, Freddie Roach,
who he feels has prepared
Pacquiao for the big fight
and has kept him focused.
Although lots of people
feel Pacquiao can pull off
the victory, Vegas still has
Pacquiao as a 2–1 underdog in the fight.
At a rally on Tuesday
at the MGM Grand, Mayweather told the crowd he

knows the game plan for
how fighters want to attack him by coming up to
him and throwing a high
volume of punches, yet for
the past 47 fights it has not
worked.
“I think Mayweather is
going to win,” said San Jose
resident Lazaro Ramirez.
“Unless Pacquiao knocks
him out, that’s the only way
he will win.”
On Saturday night, all
eyes will be on Vegas to see
if we have a new champion
or if Mayweather will solidify his claim to one of
the greatest boxers of all
time. Either way, it’s something that longtime boxing
fans can’t wait to see.
David Bermudez is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.

